Instructions for Writing Cap and Trade Term Paper
Background

On June 26, 2009, the US House of Representatives passed a Carbon Cap and Trade Bill by a narrow 219 - 212 vote. The closeness of the House vote shows how divided the country is on this issue. A Cap and Trade policy is strongly supported by the Obama administration. Meanwhile, the US Senate has delayed a vote on Cap and Trade for now.
If it becomes law, Cap and Trade would require that the United States severely reduce its emissions of Carbon Dioxide over the next four decades to a level 83% below what the US emitted in the year 2005 by the year 2050. Of course that would be great if there were no costs involved. However, there is little doubt that this would greatly increase the cost of energy. Those in favor of Cap and Trade generally believe this or similar action must be taken now to avoid or at least reduce the potential harm from human-caused global warming and climate change that will occur if we do not reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Those against Cap and Trade either do not think emission controls are necessary at all (not worried about potential human caused climate change) or that Cap and Trade is too expensive to justify against the possible benefits.

This issue is obviously relevant to all of us. I think it is important to learn about Cap and Trade and personally decide whether or not it is a good plan. Armed with this understanding, we can then discuss our feelings on this issue with our elected representatives and other concerned citizens.
The Assignment

Your assignment is to research the cap and trade concept and write a short term paper, 3-5 double-spaced pages (5 page maximum).  Your paper should be written in a way that the general public can easily understand. This is not meant to be a strongly technical or scientific paper. Approach the paper as if you are writing a short article for a non-technical publication, such as a newspaper or magazines like TIME or even Rolling Stone.

The paper should consist of three main sections: an introduction, which clearly describes the basic premise of cap and trade, including the difference between an auction system and a grandfather system (for example, see http://www.grist.org/article/cap-and-trade-another-notion-thats-past-its-use-by-date for definition of grandfather and auction systems) for distributing or assigning carbon credits; the body of the paper, wherein you will choose two or more specific debatable issues concerning cap and trade, describe the pros and cons for the specific issues, then wrap it up by giving your opinion on the issue (a partial list of specific issues is provided in the supplementary information for the term paper available under the homework link on the class web page); and a conclusion, wherein you provide a brief summary of your paper and state whether or not you support a cap and trade policy for the United States. Additional information about each section of the paper is contained in the supplementary information for the term paper. Please read it before you start to write your paper!
In doing your research, you may come across papers that are highly technical and difficult to understand.  You do not need to include this material in your paper.  You should be able to find plenty of understandable reference material. A simple web search will find thousands of articles and links concerning cap and trade. One issue that you will have to consider while doing research for your paper, especially for internet-only articles, is that the author of an article may be biased.  In trying to push a personal agenda, some authors will misrepresent supporting and refuting evidence.  You should try to avoid referencing such material.

Requirements and Assessment

Your objectives in writing this paper are to inform the readers about the basics of cap and trade as well as to come to a personal decision about whether or not the United States should enact a cap and trade policy.  Your article should be composed of an introduction, body, and conclusion as described above. The individual sections need not be labeled separately.
It should conform to the following requirements:

· Paper should have a title

· 3 - 5 pages typed, double-spaced, 12 point font suggested, excluding graphs or charts and bibliography. You are free to include any graphs, tables, or figures that you consider necessary in your paper. These do not count against the page limit. The maximum page limit for text is 5 pages.
· In addition to writing up your research, you should clearly include your opinion after discussing each debatable sub-issue you choose and in your conclusion.

· Bibliography or list of references cited correctly along with parenthetical citations when needed. In other words you MUST cite references where required. Given that this is a research paper, you should have at least several references in your bibliography. There are no strict formatting rules for in-line citations or the bibliography, however, you MUST reference where required and the reader should be able to easily locate the material listed in the bibliography. A simple format for in-line citations is suggested below. The bibliography does not count against the page limit.
· No grammatical or spelling errors. Besides using a spell checker, it is a good idea to have one or more others read over your paper before you turn it in. If necessary, you should work with a writing tutor.
We will use the criteria above in addition to the following to assess your work:

· Is the paper easy to understand? Are the basics of cap and trade well described?
· Did you discuss two or more specific issues in more detail? Are the pros and cons of each specific issue clearly presented?
· Are your opinions clearly stated?

· Overall, is the paper well written and laid out? You must use your own words unless you are directly quoting from a reference. Copying phrases directly from reference material without proper citation will be dealt with severely.

· You are not graded on the length of your paper (unless it falls outside the 3 – 5 page range), so don’t feel like you must write 5 pages to get a good grade. It is more important that you write your paper well. Don’t unnecessarily repeat yourself.
Sample In-line Citations and Bibliography


This is only one way to format citations and bibliography. You can use other formats. The text below is meant to be an example for a paper written about Atlantic Hurricanes. The superscripts 1 and 2 indicate citations or references to items one and two respectively in the bibliography. If you number all of the references in your bibliography, then a simple superscripted number corresponding to that reference is enough to make the in-text citation.
During the 2004 Atlantic hurricane season there were 15 named tropical storms, 9 of which reached hurricane strength, and 6 of those were classified as major hurricanes (category 3 or stronger).  Along the United States coastline, a record number of 8 hurricanes made landfall.  For comparison, the Atlantic basin average (based on data from 1944-1996), is for 10 named storms, 6 hurricanes, 2-3 major hurricanes, and 1-2 hurricanes making landfall in the United States.1 The four most notable storms for the United States in 2004 were Charley, Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne, which all affected the state of Florida.  Three of these, Charley, Ivan, and Jeanne, made landfall as major hurricanes, which at the time, set the record for the most landfalling major hurricanes to strike the United States in a single season. Hurricane forecaster Dr. William Gray remarked “We probably won't see another season like this for a hundred years.”2
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